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New Year Message from ROCB A/P

Dear colleagues and friends of the Asia Pacific Region

A Happy New Year anc the New Year turns out to be:

Since its establishment in 2004, ROCB A/P is operated by voluntary contribution from regional membersn
practice, this means that all resourcingis made available by regional members and all projects/operation i
voluntarily supported by regional members At present, wehave (as of 1st January 20137 full time staff from 4
different customs administrations, namely 1 from China, 2 from Japan, 1 from Korea and 3 from Thailand. Hc
Kong China is now preparing to second a successto Mr. Kelvin Wong who has successfully completed hi
attachment at the ROCB A/P very recently. In addition, a number of regional members contributed to the RO
activities in various ways. That included, but not limited to, releasing accredited exper for the regional
missions/activities, contributing to regional good practice reports and sharing valuable experiences/knowledge a
the regional events. Tk goodwill offered by regional membershas enabled ROCB A/P to operate effectively an
to conduct a number of highlevel capacity building projects in the region in cooperation with the WCO and othe
development partners. Last year, for instance, we successfully conducted more than
regional/sub-regional/national workshops under the CCF.  All stafif ROCB A/Rogether with volunteer members
worked very hard on the planning and delivery of these workshops. | would like to take this opportunity, to
express my utmost appreciation to the administrations that have been supporting ROCB A/P and regionapacity
building activities.

was another extremely busy year for ROCB A/Rvith the organization of increasing number of capacity
building projects, participating in the WCO/regional meetings and publishing good practice report® assist with
the improvement of effectiveness and efficiency ofertain areas of business oA/P regional members. The ROCB

AIP believesOEAO c¢mpp¥cmpeg xAO A UAAO 1T &£ OAT EAT AAA Al 14
in cooperation with the WCO and Thai aGdOT | Oh O7#/ ' ¥0 2ACEI T Al S$EAI
-TAAOT EUAGET 16 E1T "ATCEIEh 4EAEI ATA ET -AU ¢mpc38

development partners to deliberate as to how to work together to enhance partnership.The feasibility of
partnership was explored at the national and subregional level. Concrete follow up actions took place later it
2012 that included national donor conference held in Cambodia in November and Joint missions and projewith

ADB in Souh Asian countries.
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In addition, there are a number of ongoing discussion/projects on customs capacity building with sever:
development partners that | am sure will bring tangible benefits for the regional development. It is expected th:
the small seeds planted in 2012 though this regional dialogue will start to bloom in 2013 and beyond.

Based on the Regional Strategic Plan (RSP) 26¢2npth 2/ #" 1 70 EO Al i i EOOAA E
OACEI T Al OAOI OOAAGe OF 1 AAO OEA AADAWsE®Uwe Argdbized sele@
WCO accreditation workshops such as on ROO, Risk Management and PCA in 2012 and are planning to do
more in 2013. To do this, we will pool/ utilize high level experts in our region. A part of the implementation of
QACETT Al &OAIT AxT OE 11T OEA (QoHalealdo hibaket Workiingolleothgiifdrratioh
on regionally available expertise from our members With the concerted effortfrom the WCO, RTCs, RILO A/l
development partners and, more importantly, regional members, we are plaring to provide quality support to
those regional experts to further improve their expertise for the eveibetterment of capacity building development
in the A/P region. We are really looking forward to having your continued supports in this regard.

As highlighted inall of the WCO related meetings, both customs administrations and development partnensve
bl AAAA COAAO EiI bl OOAT ABEI 1 bh cOOAOEGBABO®HMHI EDEAAOCOAI
4AEARL EFDILOOCATRATL A OILXT AOQOEED® % AT A "OL'AAAAOCEEDG | £
also repeatedly emphasized. All ROCB A/P staffe ready to work with you hand-in-hand for the improvement of
efficiency and effectiveness in our region through joint efforts on capacity building. Let us continue or furthe
enhance our work in 2013 for the better future of customs in the Asia Pacific Region.

Sincerely
BWORTDIUETO S ATt
%/ _ ALY PACHIG SO
o RORE

GAZACINYE BUL,

Yoshihiro Kosaka

Head !

WCO Asia Pacific Regional Office for Capacity Buildirig ¢

%
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New ROCB A/P Office

Snce its establishment ROCB A/Phas beenkindly hosted by Thai Customs Department. The strategic location

for time/ cost effective ROCB operation and the continued strong support given by Thai Customs Departméeas

enabled ROCB A/Pto maintain its effective work to support our regional membes. With the great efforts

undertaken by all ROCB A/P staff as well as oyredecessors our role and areas of supporgiven to AP regional
members ha been successfully expanded andn response to the increased needs atapacity building of our

regional members, the number of ROCB staff has also been increase¥le arequite certain that great recognition

of ROCB A/P among our regional memberggevelopment partners and the WCO Secretariat contributed to boos
this move inthe AP region.

To further enhance her support to our office and to ensure the sound base for our smooth and effective activity f
the benefit of regional members, Thai Customs Department kindly offered us to further improve our workin
environment in the ROCB A/P. While we enjoyed great support extended by Thai Customs Department so far,
appreciated this very kind offer. The practical renovation work of our officecommencedat the end of 2012 and
now the work is almostcomplete.
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First of all, Thai Customs Department kindly offered us to more than double the existing office space which
allows us to have wider and better working space for all ROCEP staff. All staff have a brand-new bigger table,
nice chair and securepersonal space whichprovides abalanceof necesary communication and concentration
for our work . This also enables us tmccommodatemore staff in comfortable ways in the future if required.
CQur new office is alsoequipped with the separate room forthe Head of ROCR\/P as well as meeting room for up
to 15 persons which will greatly contribute to our effective work and to further enhance our dialogue and
partnership with a number of Development Partners. The new officeis also equipped withbig storage space for
our accumulated valuable materials, nice and clean kitchen and toilet . Indeed, afterthe office renovation,

our officeis full of smiles.

It is expected that all necessary renovation work will be completedery soon and we are hoping that we car
celebratethe birthday of our new office in the very near future. Taking this opportunity, we, all staff of the ROC
would like to express our utmost appreciation to Thai Customs Department, in particuldvirs. Benjalouichareon,
Director Generalnd Mr. YuttanaYimgarund , Deputy DirectorGeneralfor their strong support for this project
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Special Topics

Workshop / Meeting

Future Activities
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Contribution of WCO Accredited Experts in AP Region

Accreditation of customs experts and their utilization for the
WCO activities is one of the important capacity buildingolicies of the
WCO for providing quality assistance to its members.In the Asia
Pacific region, as introduced in the ROCB-reewsletter no. 37 (July
2012), 0& OAl Ax1T OE O o111 h 50EI EUAI
#0001 1 0 PDAOOO | was Hdpptel by the BAs af
Commissioners last year in order to initiate more strategic approact
for increasing those capable experts antequesting their contribution
for the regional development through the customs capacity building.

There are four categories of WCO accredited experts, name
Diagnostic Facilitators, Customs Modernization Advisors, Technica
and Operational Advisorsand Expert Trainers. The WCO introducec
a two-step approach for the accreditation of experts, namely
Gcereditation workshopd and (ield missiond ROCB, in cooperatior
with the WCO, organized a number of WCO accreditatiovorkshops of
experts in the lastcouple of years taking into account the needs an
priorities of our regional members. In the first step, i.e. accreditation
workshop, nhominees are requested to demonstrate their knowledge a
well as skills and only those successful participants will go tohe
second step of accreditation, i.e. field missions. tHey are considered
capableenoughto conduct mission on behalf of the WCO through thi:
second step, they will be formally accredited by the WCO an
subsequently receive his/her certificate of acreditation. As a result
of collaborative efforts undertaken by the WCO, ROCB and of cours
regional members, AP region has successfully established certain pc
of WCO accredited experts in our region and they are activel
contributing to the regional development through capacitybuilding .

In the past years, ROCRogether with the WCOrequested a
number of WCO accredited expertdo contribute to the AP regional
capacity building activities. For example, in 2012, regionally
available WCO accredited experts (including those attached to ROC
made a great contribution to conduct 14 workshops/missions.
Please see the table below for reference.Taking this opportunity,
RQOCB would like to express our sincereappreciation for their and
his/her home administration & kind understanding and cooperation
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In addition to requesting the contribution of WCO accredited
experts in the AP region, ROCB made great efforts to increase t
number such experts, incooperation with the WCO and regional
members, to meet the ever increasing members needs on capaci
building. Taking into account tle result of annual capacity
building needs survey, ROCB made a gap analysis on the needs ¢
the available expertise in the AP region and proposed toconduct
In 2012,

ROCB requestedhe WCO to conduct accreditation workshops or

several WCO accreditation workshogs to fill those gaps.

three areas namely Rules of Origin, Risk Management and Pc
Clearance Audit As a result of these workshops, WCO and RO
identified a number of capable experts who will surely contribute

to the regional capacitybuilding in the future.

Furthermore, ROCB also initiated our work on the
so-called @andidate listd for the purpose of providing systematic
support for regional experts as well as, where necessan
supplementing the capacity building needs of our members in
particular on the areas which there is no WCO accredited experts.

ROCB A/P incooperation with the WCO, regional members and RTCs, will continue our efforts to provid

guality assistance to our members in cooperation with those regional experts.

List of contributions made by the WCO accredited experts in 2012

National workshop on Customs valuation in Lao PDR

National Workshop on Revised Kyoto Convention in Cambodia
National Workshop on Post Clearance Audit in Vanuatu

PCA workshop in the Philippines (funded by JICA)

Regional Workshop on Rules of Origin at RTC China

National Workshop on Valuation and PCA in Sri Lanka
Valuation and PCA workshop for Bhutan in Bangkok (Self -funded)
PCA workshop in Pakistan (funded by JICA)

National Workshop on Action Planning in Mongolia
Sub-regional workshop on Post Clearance Audit at RTC Fiji
Regional workshop on IPR Border Enforcement at RTC Japan
Sub-regional workshop on Green Customs in Maldives
National Workshop on RKC (funded by ADB)

Accreditation workshop on Valuation control via PCA

23-27 January
13-17 February.
20-24 February.

21-23 March

11-15 June

11-15 June.

18-22 June
2-6 July

14-17 August

20-24 August.
11-14September.
4-8 November.
27-29 November

3-7 December

(Note: there may be some more missions conducted by the accredited experts that directly coordinated by the WCO)

ROCB
India and ROCB
Japan and ROCB
ROCB
China
Sri Lanka and ROCB
ROCB
ROCB
Australia and ROCB
Japan and ROCB
Hong Kong
Sri Lanka
ROCB
ROCB
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EnhancedGollaboration with Development Partners

Enhancing cooperation/collaboration with Development Partners (DPs) is
one of the important action items for ROCB A/P in 2012. In fact, RO( '
' T0Rh ET AT T DAOAOGEIT xEOE OEA 7#/ el —
Donor Conference on Partnership for Customs | AAOT EUAQET | :
in May 2012 for boosting the collaboration between the DPs and custornr
administrations. In 2012, several follow up meetings and projects of thi:
Regional Conference have already taken place in the Asia Pacific Regi
moving our partnership into practice. The following aresome of t
examples of concrete cooperation/collaborationwhich took place in th e
latter half of 2012. -

JICAnational workshop on PCA in Pakistauly 2012)

National donor meeting in CambodigSep.2012)

WCO/ADB joint mission to Bhutan(Sep. 2012)

WCO/ADB TRS workshop for West Asigep. 2012)

UN/ESCAP TKorum and customs workshop in Sri Lank#Oct. 2012)
ADB Consultation in ManilaNov. 2012)

WCO/ADB RKC workshop in BhutatNov. 2012)

UNEP projectREN meeting in ManilgNov. 2012)

= =4 =4 =4 =4 =4 -4

Let us introduce some of the latest activities with Asian Developmer
Bank (ADB), one of our biggest partners below.

1. ADB Consultation on future collaboration

As part of its ongoing efforts of ROCB A/P to further enhance partnership with DPs, Head of ROCR &

avisit to ADB Headquarters in Manilan Novemberto discuss further enhancement of collaboration witha

number of ADB highlevel officials. ADB concided MOU with the WCO in 2010 and has been promotir
customs reform and modernization in the Asia Pacificegion as one of the key components of their effort:
on regional development through trade facilitation.

Through this dialogue,ADB officials and ROCB A/P agreed tavork together to identify several concrete
cooperation projects related tq for instance,RKC, AEO and T&Randto further explore possibilities of

AOOOOCA AT 1T PAOAOGETTTATI I AAT OAOGETT ET OODBPDInOer o,
provide wider quality support to our regional members,ROCB A/P will continue its efforts in maintaining
the effective link with DPs including ADB.

2. WCO/ADB Joint workshop on RKC in Bhutan

At the invitation of ADB and Bhutan Customs, Mr. Yoshihiro Kosaka, Head of ROCB A/P as well as'
accredited expert on RKC, visited Thimphu, Bhutan and conducted the WCO/ADB joint workshop on R
This 3-day workshop was fully funded by ADB and, in totalapproximately 70 participants, including 50
participants from Bhutan customs that consists of Director General and other senior officials joined th
workshop.
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Bhutan customs identified accession to RKC as one of the priorégtivities.
Both Bhutan customs and ADB are of the view that WCO invotaent for this
project is extremely beneficial and therefore requested us to have a suppor
From the ROCB perspective, this can be an excellent example of doi
engagement and also a practical follow up work of the regional donc
dialogue that ROCB A/P @anized in Bangkok in May 2012.

The 3-day program covered wide areas related to RKC, includirige outline,

benefit, rights and obligation, accession process of the RKC as well

introduction of the provisions of General Annex and Specific Annexe
Bhutan customs made significant progress in finalizing soalled gap
analysis between RKC and their national legislatigndeepened their
understanding on RKC and confirmed their preparedness towards accessic
to RKC through this workshop. Task force for IRC was established anc
initiated their work of concrete preparation and, at the end of this
workshop; they reported the roadmap of accession to RKC. With the gre
level of ownership of Bhutan Customs as well as timely and effective suppao
extended by AB, ROCB is confident that their coordinated worlon this

project will be a great success.

The workshop initiated a number of positive discussions and outcomes.Participants were of the view
that this tripartite coordinated effort of Bhutan customs, ADB and WCO/ROCB can make huge differer
and welcomed the WCO/ROCB involvement for this work. From WCO/ROCB perspective, thisis a g
AGAT DT A T £ Ol xT ACOBEBOOEEIPAA AA QOB ETOPM E UA
collaborative work will take place in 2013 too.
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WEO,Regional Accreditagionl Workshlop for Expert Trailners in fﬁules ofOrigin’

£ \
October'15:19, 2012 Shanghai Customs College ~ Shanghai, China
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This Forum wasa combination of Private-Public Dialog
on Trade Facilitation, the gcond meeting of the GTI
Trade Facilitation Committee, and a eminar on the
International

Development and Facilitation of

Intermodal Transport in North-East Asia.

Mr. Sang Hyup Lee was invited as a pdist to lead the
discussion on Bridging PrivatePublic collaboration
Gaps in Trade Facilitation in NorthREast Asia. The
WCO and ROCB partnership concepts in the WCO poli
such as RKC and AEO were introduced. He al
emphasized the importance of CapacityBuilding, and
some issues on building social capital (trust), public
awareness and culture of integrity were added to the

discussion session.

05 . %3 #Asic0Paddic Trade Facilitation
Forum 2012 and Other Related Venues
O5. %3#! 060 ! OE Ailitafioh KdEuwERAEL2 -
and Other Related Venues were held from 29th Octobe
to 2nd November in Colombo, Sri Lanka. For the mai
venue, up to 200 participants from 27 countries and

related international organizations attended.

Regional Organizations Cooperan Mechanism for
Trade Facilitation (ROGTF) Annual Meeting was held
on the first day. ADB, APEC, WCO ROCB, ECO, S#
OCO, AFACT, World Bank and UNECE participated ¢
introduced their capacity building programs and the
way forward.

On the 30th z 31st October, the Asia Pacific Trade
Facilitation Forum 2012 was opened with the thene
O0AOOT AOOE E B 6 8lLee framOROCB AddE:
DOAOAT OAOQCEIT 1 (] 03 00AT ¢
Partnership through Authorized Economic Operator

il % qQ DOl COAMICO expArt dAlso made a
DOAOAT OAOQEIT 1 (] O)i pOT O
"TTAATT U . AOx1 OEAA #0001 i

On the next day, the Expert Review Meeting on Region
Arrangements for the Facilitation of CrossBorder
Paperless Trade was held.
ESCAP
introduced with the discussion

Duringhe meeting, the
resolution 68/3 on paperless trade wa

session of the follow up review on the study report
on regional arrangements for the facilitation of
cross-border paperless trade. In cooperation with
Sri Lanka Customs, two gecial sessions were
organized on the last day. Discussion was mostly
dedicated to AEO in the morning session. M
SangHyup Lee made presentations related to the
topic. For the last session, the Revenue Packa¢
Small and Medium Enterprises and Transitssues,
were introduced by the WCO expert For more
OO0A £0I ET £ Of AGET T h %3
Building+ EO &I O 3EITCI A 7EIA
Contribution for the 24t Administrative
Meeting of NCP for the RILO/&

The 24th Administrative Meeting of
National Contact Poins (NCP) for the Regional
Intelligence Liaison Office for Asia and the Pacifi
(RILO A/P) was held at SMS Function Centre ii
Jaipur, India from 31st
2012.
presentations were provided by the representatives

October to 2nd Novembe!
In this meeting, anumber of informative

of RILO A/P participating members and observers.
They included a Progress Report, CENipdate, and
Regional Trends on Cross Border Crimes related t
drugs, environment crimes, IPR and Commercie
Fraud. The meetingalso took note of Intelligence
Needs and RILO AP Action Plan & Work Plan 2013

Mr. Shigeaki Katsu, as a representative from ROC
A/P, participated in and contributed to this meeting
by presenting Activity Report of ROCB A/P. In his

presentation, he highlighted some of the
Workshops organized by the ROCB A/P to which
RILO A/Pmade great contribution by sharing their
expertise.  He also expressed his expectation ¢
the continuous cooperation with RILO A/P,
Vice-Chair Office as well as Members fdhe better

and coordinatedCapacity Buildingactivities.

25th Administrative Meeting of National
Contact Point for the RILO A/P will be held in
Vietnam.
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The First Workshop of theRegional
Enforcement Network for Chemicals and
Waste (ProjectREN

The 1st Workshop of the Regional Enforcement
Network for Chemicals and Waste (Project RENyas
held in Cebu, the Philippines on 2423 November
2012. The workshop was hosted by United Nations
Environmental Programme, Regional Office of Asi
and Pacific (UNEP/ROAP) and attended by 25
representatives from the member administrations.
On behalf of ROCB AP, Mr. Jing CHENG techn

attachéof ROCB AP joined the workshop.

This Project RENfeatures the UNEP OzoeAction and
the Swedish International DevelopmentCooperation
Agency (SIDA) partnership aiming at addressing the
challenge of ODS illegal tradét will be implemented
by UNEP Ozoae Action CAP ROAP in cooperation witt
25 countries in the region. Project REN aims t¢
reduce unwanted transboundary movement of
harmful substances and hazardous waste (HSHW) i
Asia by preventing illegal trade and encouraging lega
Through  the

cooperation regionally and globally, and the targetec

trade. improved  enforcement
problem-solving capacitybuilding at the national
level through a network, the project will enable
customs officers and other key enforcement officers
to monitor and control trans-boundary movements of
chemicals and waste more efficiently. The duratior

for the project is three years.

During the workshop, Mr. Jing CHENGmade a
presentation related to the initiatives of ROCB AF
related to the project REN. In itscapacity as the
regional hub for customs capacity building, ROCB A
will render some tangible support to the
implementation of REN including to reconcile the
regional expertise for the mission of technical
assistance, to establishhe effective linkage between
UNEP and RTCs asell as to ensure theeffectiveness

of REN national contact point list.

He highlighted that Green Customs has always bee
an important agenda of WCO and a rewarding an
effective partnership have been established
between ROCB AP and UNEP through a series
joint activities on Green Customs. He also stresse
that this positive relationship will be carried further

though the project REN and will definitely bring

tangible benefits to the regional members.

At the International Network for
Environmental
(INECE), Mr. CHENG also joined the discums on

the potential areas for further cooperation under

request of

Compliance and Enforcement

the project REN along with the representatives from
the UNEP and RILO AP at the margins of th

meeting
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No. Event Name Timing

1

YAl National Workshop on IPR in Cambodia 11713 Feb. 2013

£

Bl 8t Informal Meeting of Heads & ROCB and RTCs and VitkeE AE OO8 21722 Feb. 2013

( Brussels)

T WeO Capaciy Buiding CommitegBrussele)  25g27Feb. 2013
I National Workshop on Risk Assessment in Thailand 267 28 Feb. 2013

[ AsiaPacific Regional Workshop on TRS (R¥@pan)  4z8Mar2013
S National Workshop on Risk Assessment in Malaysia 12 - 14 Mar 2013

T SubRegional Workshop on PCA for Paciicsiands (RTC Fil) 25220 Mar 2013
Ol Sub-Regional Workshop on RKC for Southeast Asia ( RTC Malaysia ) 478 Apr.2013
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